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CONSTRUCTION OF THE WeCoHe PANTHER AUSFUHRUNG G -PART 10
(Lower Hull completion)

It's been almost a year since the last issue a#’3alerkstatt, when we were illustrating a new
zimmerit application in Issue 15. Here we are labicovering the completion of work on the lowedirand
documenting the various paint applications. Befeeeget to the painting, the reason for the delai thie
work is basically because once again the manufactirthe kit only provided about 1/3 of the reight
assembly, and wound up resulting in almost the /tiihg being scratch-built. As this was yet anothe
subsequent assembly having to be scratched oalbpascratched, this held up work on the final aqggtion of
zimmerit on the lower hull. | put it off for a bityinking that it was going to be a month, and webup being
over 10 months till I got back to the project. Retiass, | will say that inspiration from fellow dumembers
with their projects directly got me back on tragkother input was finally seeing some viable bagtlat
Danville, which has literally died these past fesays, getting worse and worse, to the point wheras pretty
much going to ditch the hobby. Alas, this is dissas for around the Comfort Inn pool. Another pdimtould
like to make is that a long work-intensive projeften gets bogged down in the minutiae of buildand one
gets lost in just plodding along; hence why us nterdehave so many unfinished projects lying arolomder
than we realize. Some we are surprised we went &way some we are surprised we got back onto sante
will never again see the light of day. | think ipart of the burden of being deep-level modelershat the
more particular crafts and sub-crafts you leara ltimger a specific project is going to be, but |
digress...anyway this issue is more of a pictoriavsim’-tell than a learning issue, so enjoy the plsof his
project has now hit the part where it will self-vate getting it done. That is, the project nowkedke a near-
completed tank, that will result in gettting thenaning portions in focus and done in a short tiffemous last
words).

The direction in painting is as follows: All theetal which is about %2 the tank, has been acidedest
order to provide an excellent base for the prirhesed Dupont automotive 131s sand-able lacquesebas
primer. The reason is that | can mix it to varyihigknesses. They sell this stuff in re-packagetidmfor
modelers as surfacers. | mix mine pretty thin sgoh’t obscure the detail. The first photo shohes tower hull
all primered. | wanted this tank to have a primext-engine compartment, and a dark grey lower htétior.
The engine compartment for the upper hull will ddsopainted primer red, but the forward compartmethte
Ivory. Finally, the outer portion of the lower hwhs painted dunkelgelb. | had previously finispadhting the
road wheels and running gear, so these were iegtalbng with the gearboxes, torsion bars, ands$rad/ith
the exception of detail and weather painting, tveelr hull is complete.



Lower hull primered
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After outside of lower hull painted dunkelgelb,
tracks and running gear are installed



Labor-intensive rear glacis.
Everything attached to the rear glacis is metal.

Attached to the side here is the drill-guide. Thiss the next order of business
for this tank; completion of all the components thaattach to the sides;
most are photo-etch.
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A close-up of the MAN-version of Panther zimmeritAlso note the six bolt
heads on the transmission housing, these and thdaaers were scratch-built,
and yet another item that were not provided by thenanufacturer.

The hull you see on the bottom plate is a 3mm thicglate that was machined
and installed in order to reduce hull-flexing.
| angled it so you can’t normally see it.
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